Conflict of Conscience


The conflict of my story is initiated by a soldier receiving a letter calling him back to duty after a time of non-active status. Upon interacting with his ex-girlfriend he decides to follow through with declaring himself a conscientious objector to war. I'm having a hard time figuring out how to concentrate the conflict in the story. I can forsee him as having major familial conflict because he is from a family that supports the war and sees dissent as unpatriotic. 

I can also see conflict in the form of the military itself. In order to be given the status of conscientious objector an individual currently in the military has to go through a rigorous process of interviews and conversations in order to prove and support his belief/conversion. I have some problems dealing with this situation because I don't know exactly what military life is like. I have enough sense of the process from research to know that at least 2 meetings are required, one with a commanding officer and another with a chaplain.


Conflict developing out of the interactions with the military seem pretty reasonable, but I'm worried about them becoming excessively trite. Additionally, I want the military to be seen somewhat comically in its heavyhandedness and bureaucracy, but I don't want a portrayal that is entirely foolish. However I forsee a difficulty in that I intend to have the protagonist visit the army base for an interview dressed as a clown.


The threat of punishment from the military has to seem legitemate and threatening, otherwise the antagonist is worthless. 


My concern ultimately is how to make the conflict mount and connect to the other characters. I am beginning to wonder whether to have the conflict focus on the process of getting declared a CO and have the climax and resolution revolve around the decision to return to duty. On the other hand, perhaps a better take would be to have that occur somewhere in the middle of the story and focus on the idea of being a fugitive from the military and the climax and resolution that is created from involving the characters in that story. 

